
Thelinoprinter.wordpress.com

From First To Last…

the initial idea to the final framed piece of artwork.

STEP 1: Sketch some designs.

For this piece, I wanted 
a Christmas design. 
However, I didn’t want 
it to scream Christmas, 
so that it could happily 
hang on the wall year 
round.

STEP 2: Sketch the final design.

Make some quick & dirty sketches to get 

ideas.

Finalise the image, add colour & detail.

The colours will be built up in layers during the 
printing process. Keep it simple and remember each 
colour requires another cut and another print.

STEP 3: Prepare for printing.

Copy the image onto the printing tile.

Photocopy the image & 
attach carbon paper to the 
back. Then  trace over the 
top to copy the image onto 
the tile. For the robin I used 
both lino & Japanese 
plywood. Drawing the whole 
image makes it easier to 
keep everything aligned 
when cutting and printing.

STEP 4: Cutting and printing.

Cut, ink, print. Cut, ink, print. Cut, ink, print…

Layer 1: Cut away everything that you want to stay white.

Layer 2: Now cut away everything that is to stay the colour 
of the first layer. 

Layer 3: Cut, ink and print. 

For each layer remember to only cut away the areas that 
you want to stay blank (the first cut) or the colour you just 
printed. Start with the palest colour and end with the 
darkest. After printing the first layer mark the position of 
the four corners of your tile before lifting the lino away. 
This will help with registration on the subsequent layer.

There is always a point at which you have to put the 
cutter down and stop. You could go further and end up 
with 20 layers for every image, but that can just clutter 
the print – as with this last layer.

STEP 5: The finishing touch.

Add the final details. 

When using words, the 
cut must be a mirror of 
the print you desire, 
otherwise the words will 
come out backwards.

THE FINAL IMAGE


